The Challenge to Democracy
can become. Those who quite plainly do not under-
stand the value of free investigation and the use of
hypothesis rather than final conclusions will naturally
advocate some form of dictatorship. They are so
certain that they are right that discussion seems to
them to be a waste of time; and such persons, if they
dominate the policy of any community, can produce
by education only similar persons in the future. They
will re-create the mediaeval world in order to find a
place for the particular form of mediaeval dogmatism
which they prefer. They will make men and women,
through the schools and outside, who are quite unfitted
to face the modern world.
But there are others, in the communities of the
democratic tradition, upon whom the long struggles
of Protestantism, of humanitarianism, of liberalism,
have had enduring effects. These others cannot, if they
so desired, go back to dogmatism and the persecution
of opponents. They cannot, unless they are driven
mad, prevent even the opponents of liberty from
advocating the suppression of liberty. They will not
oppose dogmatism and persecution with anything of
the same kind. But the inability to persecute dogma-
tists and advocates of dictatorship is a weakness, unless
it is merely the outward form of a more vigorous and
enduring faith than that of barbarians. The barbarians
and the mediaeval dogmatists are sure of themselves.
Are the advocates of democracy equally determined
about what they will work for and equally confident
of their own ability to attain it? Can a community
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